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Kansas City G.I.F.T.

Who we are
Generating Income For Tomorrow is a 501c3 nonprofit corporation. We

were founded on May 5, 2020, with the goal of providing grants to Black-
owned businesses in the urban core of Kansas City. Our mission is to
provide assistance to Black-owned businesses in Kansas City, with a
specific interest in businesses that operate in low-income areas. We

know this will create more jobs and convert an economically
disadvantaged area into an area of economic opportunity. We aim to

assist in creating generational wealth while reducing instances of
poverty-related crime and violence in our communities.

The Program
Our program provides grants of $10,000, $25,000, and $50,000 to Black
businesses operating east of Troost. We give out two gifts every month.
The businesses are chosen through a rigorous process that includes an
online application, two application reviews, and an in-person interview

with our Board of Directors. Upon receiving the grant, we also provide a
team of technical assistance providers to ensure the grant recipients

are set up for long-term success. 
 

Our technical assistance partners include:
1. Business coaching for 12 months (Paid by GIFT)

2. OCD Financial providing accounting services for 12
months (Paid by GIFT)

3. Husch Blackwell providing legal services (Pro Bono)
4. Soda Pop Graphics providing a small business marketing

package (Paid by GIFT)
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SummarySummary  
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Corporate Donations
11.6%

Foundation Grants
49.4%

Individual
39%

Tech Assist.
6.5%

GiveBlackKC
10.8%

Business Center
5.2%

Admin.
29.7%

Grants
47.8%
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Grants $470,000
TA $64,130
GiveBlackKC Grants $106,000
Business Center $51,194.94
Admin $292,014.24

Money RaisedMoney Raised  
$1,135,794.65$1,135,794.65

Money SpentMoney Spent
  $983,338.48$983,338.48

Kansas City G.I.F.T



GrantGrant
ApplicantsApplicants
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77 applicants applied for up to $10,000
93 applicants applied for up to $25,000
113 applicants applied for up to $50,000

Number of Applicants~283
Diversity of Industry

Money Applied For-
$9,241,521.00

43%in business for 1 year or less
 17% in business around 2 years
 19% in business between 3 – 4 years
 21% in business for 5 years or more

199 identified needing all or some of the
grant funding for inventory
 190 identified needing a portion of the grant
money to cover fixed cost such as rent and
utilities to either obtain or maintain a
physical location
 171 identified needing all or some of the
grant funding for payroll
17 identified needing all the grant funding
for special projects

 20 applicants denied due to credit score
 7 applicants denied due to time in business
 6 applicants denied due to lack of collateral
 5 applicants denied due to cash flow
 5 applicants denied and given no reason
 4 applicants denied due to improper
business and financial systems

37.5% male
62.5% female

 Human Services 14%
 Retail 14%
 Food 11%
 Beauty 10%
 Nonprofit 9%
 Skilled Labor 9%

Gender Breakdown

Primary Reason for Denial
(Self-Reported)

Time in Business

What They Applied For 

 177 haven’t tried before
 41 have been denied
 90 have been awarded

Prior Attempts To
Access Capitol

Kansas City G.I.F.T

 Health/Fitness 9%
 Entertainment 8%
 Real estate 5%
 Childcare 3%
 Tech 2%
 Education 2%
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 192 Total Vendors
 Between $60k to $70k in Total Sales

 75% of vendors in business for less than two years
 57% of vendors reported equal or greater sales when compared to other pop-ups
 54% of vendors reported making additional business connections while vending

 33% Vendor return rate

"GIFT Pop-up shop has been a great help to expanding our audience and
helping reach into the network of the local community. We are greatly honored
with the support we received from the GIFT Pop-up engagement; the vendors
also have been very supportive. It is a growing community that creates a strong
base to share information for starting and growing businesses. We are also
looking forward to using the business service center." Levon, N-Tune Life
"Since participating in the monthly K.C. Gift Pop Up, we have been able to serve
new clientele who have never tried plant-based cuisine. Every Pop-Up, we have
sold out of food and profited. We are very grateful for GIFT
and the opportunity to offer our holistic plant-based focused cuisine to the
community. We Highly recommend this for any business owner looking to build
awareness and network." Rebecca, WyldKard Lyfestyle

In October of 2021, we decided to launch a Black business pop up shop that we
call our Black Business Market. The idea came from the challenge of not being
able to give grants to everyone that deserved them. We knew that if we could
give product-based businesses a consistent place to sell their products, we could
help them grow their business by growing their sales and audience. The Black
Business Market takes place on the 4th Saturday of every month, depending on
the month it consists of 20-60 Black businesses, they do not pay a vendor fee,
and we use a portion of our marketing cost and admin time to make sure we are
spreading the word to potential customers.

Kansas City G.I.F.T
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Business CenterBusiness Center  
We continue to ask ourselves, "what else can we
do to help more businesses?" Thanks to the
Sunderland Foundation, in late March of 2022, we
were able to open a business center that provides
technical assistance to the small business
community at large. This center offers free drop-in
coworking space, Business Coaching, Accounting
Services, Marketing Services, 2 Banking Centers,
Nonprofit Consulting, and more. Here is the
demand we have seen in the first 45 days.

“As a startup founder I am always trying to
keep overhead down. Since we do all of our
work on accessibility in the client’s home, we
don’t really need a formal office space. But it is
really nice to now be able to have a
professional place to hold interviews and
meetings that I don’t necessarily want to
occur in my home office.
And the fact that it is free is such a blessing. 
Dr. Brandy Archie, Access Able Living

Total Appointments Booked: 201
o Business Coaching: 87
o Accounting: 38
o Marketing: 26
o Banking: 23
o Nonprofit Consulting: 13
o Legal: 10
o Studio Space: 4

"I found GIFT via a Facebook post. It was an
interview posted on Great Day KC when I
heard about the one-on-one business
coaching and banking opportunities; I was
sold. I came into the facility the same day. I got
a tour of the building and got to speak directly
to the founders. One day later... I have a fully
functioning website! I received one-on-one
help and was set up within an hour. This is a
one-stop shop for entrepreneurs at any stage
of their business. If this is just the beginning, I
am excited to see what&#39;s in store. Thank
you, Kansas City
G.I.F.T." 
Paula Henry, Sunshine Automotive Mobile
Services

Kansas City G.I.F.T
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Grant RecipientsGrant Recipients  

Total money given $687,000
 Total businesses granted 35
Average percentage of business growth
Number of jobs created so far 58

Year 1 (With Residual Growth)

Total money given $227,000
 Total businesses granted 14
 Average percentage of business growth
174.4%
 Number of jobs created so far 24

 Total money given $460,000
 Total businesses granted 21
Average percentage of business growth
Number of jobs created so far 34

 
Year 2

Overall

Kansas City G.I.F.T
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Business
Name

Grant Amount  
 Month

Awarded
Jobs

Created 
Revenue Growth

This  That
Eatery

$ 15,000.00 22-Jan 9 Evaluating*

We got it
covered

LLC
$ 10,000.00 20-Oct 7 570% Increase

Haul Pros
LLC

$ 25,000.00 21-Jan 6 1068% Increase

Blueprint
KC

$ 40,000.00 22-Apr 4 22.2% Increase

KC Cajun
LLC

$ 22,000.00 21-Jan 4 590% Increase

Dream
Palace

Education
Center, LLC

$ 50,000.00 21-Jul 3
134.5%

Increase

Grant Recipients 
Number of Jobs Created 65

Kansas City G.I.F.T



Ophelia’s Blue
Vine Urban

Farm

 
 $25,000.0

0 
 

21-Feb 3
314%

Increase

 
Sweet

Peaches
Cobblers

 

$
25,000.00

21-Dec 3
86.6%

Increase

Prospect KC
$

20,000.00
22-Jan 3 Evaluating*

TurkeyLeggM
an

$
20,000.00 

22-Jan 2
1094.6%
Increase

 
Lavish Luxé

Beautique LLC
 

$ 5,000.00 21-Mar 2 2
475%

Increase

 
1st Priority

Heating
&Cooling and
Construction,

LLC
 

$
25,000.00

21-Nov 2 Evaluating*
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Pink Lipps
Cosmetics

$ 50,000.00 21-Oct 2 Evaluating*

Nature
Made Me

$ 10,000.00 21-Oct 2 Evaluating*

Perks
Trucking,

LLC
$ 25,000.00 21-Feb 2 Evaluating*

The Next
Paige LLC

$ 50,000.00
 

 21-Apr 
1

462.95%
Increase

Dash
Delivery

And
Trucking
Services

LLC

$ 25,000.00 21-Sep 1
54%

Increase

Fearless
Chix LLC

$ 20,000.00 22-Mar 1 Evaluating*

Tresses Au
Naturale

LLC
$ 25,000.00 22-Mar 1 Evaluating*

Soulcentrici
tea LLC

 
$ 25,000.00

 
20-Dec 0

67.5%
Increase
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Grant Recipients 
Kansas City G.I.F.T
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CoffeeFreshAF

 
$10,000.00 21-Dec 0

 146%
Increase

Soy Bella LLC $ 10,000.00 22-Feb 0
 314%

Increase

Just A Girl
from KC

$ 10,000.00 
 

 21-Sep 
 

0
 87.8%

Increase

Black Hawk
Security &

Neighborhood
Watch 

$ 25,000.00 21-Mar 0  Closed

 
unLESHed+ 

 
$ 25,000.00 21-Aug 0   Closed

Goddess
Fitness

$ 10,000.00 21-Nov 0 Evaluating*

One Pair
 

$ 10,000.00 
21-Aug 0 Evaluating*

Grant Recipients 

Kansas City G.I.F.T



Ruby Jeans
Juicery

$10,000.00 20-Aug 0  N/A

T&T shop & Go $20,000.00 22-Apr 0 Evaluating*

2923 Comics
 

$ 5,000.00
 

21-Mar 0 Evaluating*

Kc
Maintenance
and Remodel

$ 10,000.00 20-Nov 0 Deceased

Noble
Academy / Lil

Smarties
Preshool

$10,000.00 21-Oct 0 Evaluating*

Material
Opulence LLC

$ 5,000.00 21-Mar 0  Evaluating*

The Happy
Apple Cafe, 

 LLC
$ 5,000.00  21-Mar 0 Evaluating*
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BareNi
ne

Holistic
s LLC. 

 

 
 

$ 5,000.00 
 

21-Mar 0
 Evaluating

*

G.I.F.T.   Staff 7  

Total  65
304.7%

Average
Increase**
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Grant Recipients 

Kansas City G.I.F.T

*Due to limitations in financial bookkeeping capacity, we are
still evaluating quarterly revenue growth on several
businesses. Updated numbers will be released in a mid-year
report.
** Based on the 18 businesses evaluated so far.
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Supporters 
 Foundations Corporate  Media Partners

Individual Supporters

Kansas City G.I.F.T
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Individual Supporters Continued...
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Thank You
Individual Supporters Continued...

 

Kylie Humpert
Kylie McConnell
Kylie Schwaller
Kyra Wiggins
Lacey brewer
Laci Bostick
Lan Haqq
LaNae Robinson
Lance Strahm
LaNee Bridewell
Langston Jones
Lara Thomas Ducey
Larry Myers
Larry Stice
Larry Wiggins
LaTasha Crawford
LaTia Martin
LaTonya Slavens
Latoiya Mays
LaTrecia Thornton
Laura Berry
Laura Brand
Laura Cross
Laura E. Herter
Laura Evans
Laura F. Patton
Laura Hart
Laura Hobbs
Laura Hyland
Laura Kahler
Laura Williams
Laurel Crouse
Lauren A. Sapp
Lauren Allen
Lauren Bakian
Lauren Bock
Lauren Conaway
Lauren E. Luhrs
Lauren Ellenbecker
Lauren Golubski
Lauren Griesemer
Lauren Herrmann
Lauren Hipp
Lauren M. Walbridge
Lauren Mann
Lauren Obannon
Lauren Sage
Lauren Sandness
Lauren Swensson
Lauren Tweedie
Lauren Ziegler
Laurie Austin
Laurie Linscott
Laurie Turner

Lautrice Tucker
Lawona Potts
Lawson R. Barlow II
Lea Ann Roach
Leah Everette
Leah Gale
Leah McCormack
Leah Slavens
Leah Thrutchley
Leeah Bryant
Leigh Myers
Leigha Morris
Lenora Payne
Leonard J. Mckinzy
Leonard Lawson
LeRon Fields
Lesley Creal
Lesley Palton
Lesley Pories
Leslie Collins
Leslie Janis
Leslie Pfriem
Leslie Scott
Leslie Smith
Lester McRae
Lex Hooper
Li Nadeau
LileStyle Productions, LLC
Lilijana Puhar
Lillian Cooper
Lily Johnson
Lily Stork
Lily Wulfemeyer
Linda Harkins
Linda Hoye
Linda Nolting
Linda Schroeder
Linda Sharp
Linda Smith
Lindsay Closterman
Lindsay D. Ewy
Lindsay Dickmeyer
Lindsay Lelivelt
Lindsay Patterson Smith
Lindsay Roeser
Lindsey Voetsch
Lisa A. Woodson
Lisa Cianciolo
Lisa Gooden
Lisa Hakes
Lisa Hoang

Monica Russell
Monika Black
Monique Waters
Montoya Lucas
Morgan A. Perry
Morgan Anastasio
Morgan Early
Morgan Jefferson
Morgan Miller
Morgan Swanson
Morghan Fitzsimons
Muriel Brock
Myecia Lucas
Myron King
Nadine Farris
Nakiesha Norris
Nancy C. Young
Nancy Chop
Nancy Greer Weber
Nancy Kaul
Nancy Kaul, KC Yoga Kula
Nancy McDowell
Nancy Schwartz
Nancy Shawver
Natalie Friend
Natalie Marsee-Long
Natalie Millard
Natalie Spicker
Nate Hogan
Nathan Howard
Nathan Madden
Nathan Shatto
Nathaniel Addington
Nathaniel Bozarth
Nathaniel Demery
Necia Gamby
Neeley Spellmeier
Neil Talbott
Neons Russ
Nicholas Jeffrey Pelaccio
Nicholas Yecke
Nick Pelaccio
Nicole King
Nicoya Helm
Nikkie Affholter
Norma Spear
Nozella L Brown
Olisa Gravney
Olivia Nadon
Olivia Williams
Opal Dye Serviora
Opal Dye-Serviora
Opal Gorman

Orlivea Williams
P G Schroeder
Paige Eichkorn
Paige Shoemaker
Pam Hackenmiller
Pati Chasnoff
Patrice Dumas
Patrice Inman
Patricia Chandakham
Patricia Fitzsimmons
Patricia K & Alan M. Lanjford
Patricia M. Kimes
Patricia Macdonald
Patricia Marken
Patricia McManus
Patricia Mullins
Patrick Froman
Patrick J. Unrein III
Patrick O & Meara
Patty Shiflett
Paul & Connie Sieracki
Paul Hefferon
Paul Holewinski
Paul J. Hefferon
Paul Maxwell
Paul Mohr
Paul Russell
Paula Wheeler
Paula Zimmerschied
Peggy McCulley
Penny G. James
Peter Sloan
Peter Walsh
Peyton Young
Philip Black
Phillip Emeritz
Phillip Worden
Phoebe Isler
Phyllis Whiteside
Phynice Kelley
Pony Express Bank
Prarie Village Baptist Church
Pretty Planner Co.
Qiana Thomason
Quincee Jackson
Rachael McDonnell
Rachel Aitkens
Rachel D. Marvel
Rachel D. Quist
Rachel Dean
Rachel DeFelice
Rachel Epler
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Rachel Hostetler
Rachel Lawson
Rachel Lorenzen
Rachel Mason
Rachel Minjeong Kim
Rachel Nugent
Rachel Plakorus
Rachel Potucek
Rachel Ransdell
Rachel Van Stratton
Rachelle Gardner-Roe
Raffaella Pierson
Rafiel Carney
Rah & Man Freeman
Rainy Cadenhead
Raleigh Miller
Ramsey Williams
Randi Beckley
Randy Greene
Randy Powell
Raphael Frazier
Raphael love
Ray McDonald
Rebecca King
Rebecca Kovac
Rebecca L. Haessig
Rebecca M. Anderson
Rebecca Martin
Rebecca Smith
Rebecca Tombaugh
Rebekah Boyer
Rebekah Winegarner
Recess LLC
Reed Porter
Regina Nouhan
Renauld Shelton II
Renee Taylor
Renee Vrtiska
Renita M. Carr
Rhonda Fuston
Richard Elbert
Richard Lange
Richard S. Galler
Richard Wilks
Rick Leathers - Savvy Salon KC
Riley Brain
Rise Reynolds
Rita Ross
Rita Strickland
Robbie Wegley
Robert & Judith White
Robert &  Lisa Walker
Robert Cunningham
Robert H. Riordan Jr

Robert Hoye
Robert Levy
Robert Walkenhorst
Roberta Meyer
Robin Anderson
Robin P. Shook
Robin Sue Martin
Rohit Nallani
Ronald Brown DBA
Goldman Lewis Browne
Ronald G Stallbaumer
Ronda Culp McCrary
Rose O'Donnell
Rosemary Batey
Rosemary Gallo
Rosemary Polk
Roshawnda Walker
Ross Jory
Rowena Flaspohler
Rozanne Devine
Russell Cooper
Russell Dugan
Ruth French-Hodson
Ruth Gardner
Ruth Morris
Ruth Ramsey
Ruth Stephens
Ryan & Miriam Wade
Ryan Cox
Ryan Sprot & Molly Maxwell
Ryan Zeller
Ryonda Harper
S T Alderman-Oler
Sabrina Gray
Sallee Prauser
Sally Grant
Sally J. Barhydt
Sam Strother
Samantha Dunn
Samantha Lewis
Samantha Pirkle
Samantha Scantlebury
Samantha Stopple
Sameer Sharma
Samuel Burns
Samuel Jungden
Sandra Doyle
Sara Brunfeldt
Sara Dell
Sarah A. Fustine
Sarah Baum
Sarah C. Hemme

Sarah Dorsey
Sarah Dye
Sarah E. Weigand
Sarah Haberberger
Sarah Hinton
Sarah Jones
Sarah Kaiser
Sarah Legg
Sarah Margaret Wright
Sarah Meehan
Sarah Mote
Sarah Nelson
Sarah Norden
Sarah Richardson
Sarah Ruth Frey
Sarah S. Soule
Sarah Schumacher
Sarah Sosland
Sarah Young
Saundra Johnson
Scott Archuletta
Scott Belzer
Scott Berroteran
Scott E. Caudel
Scott Johnson
Scott Metcalf
Scott Owen
Scott Risinger
SD Smith LLC
Sean Callahan
Sean J. Callahan
Sean M. Horton
Sean Negus
Sean O'Brien
Sean R. Fessler
Sean Slattery
Sean Smith
Seante Dees
Selina Jones-Kearney
Seth Gunderson
Shaina Littler
Shajiah Jaffri
Shalini Wade
Shamyia Mannon
Shana Enns
Shane Linden
Shanice Garner
hannon Gregory
Shannon Hunter
Shannon Lafferty
Shannon Moran
Shannon Skoglund
Shardae Shears
Shari Young

Sharon Morse
Sharon Nicholson
Shaunika Cotton
Shawn Davison
Shawn Miller
Shawn Reliford
Shayla Nash
Shea and Sarah McGinnity
Sheena Steward
Sheila Brock
Shelby Loos
Shelby Siegel
Shelly Kramer
Shelly Miller
Shelly Peterson
Shena Wolf
Sheri Gray
Sheri Hall
Sherri Brown
Sherri R Brown
Sherri R Rawlins
Sherri Wattenbarger
Sherry Diederich
Sheryl Aucott
Shilo R. Foster
Shirley Green
Shivon Bullock
Shomari Benton
Shonta Dabney
Shuchita Singh
Sibley Frye Smith
Solenberger Construction,
L.L.C.
Sonni Libutsi
Sonya Russell
Sophia Mortensen
Spencer Hardwick
SSICF, LLC
Stacey Johnson-Cosby
Stacey L. Laber
Stacey young
Staci Diamond
Stacy Busch
Stacy H. Brungardt
Stacy Matthews
Stacy Rimson
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Individual Supporters Continued...
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Thank You
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